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What a year 2018 was for the
Foundation! After a long process, we are
happy to announce that the Foundation has
officially signed a 30-year lease with the Parish of
St. George, Drummondville. This lease will allow
both the Parish and the Foundation to continue with
their respective missions. The lease is a win-win for everyone.
The Foundation, with the help of its many supporters, can now
move forward with its mission of restoring, preserving and promoting
the Church property while at the same time allowing the Parish to
continue to worship in the Church.

At this time we would like to thank Maitre Yvon Langevin for his
guidance and tireless work on this file over the past few years. It is
greatly appreciated.
The Parish has also signed a 30-year lease of the Rectory with the
CENTRE RENAÎTRE DE DRUMMONDVILLE. This lease brings new life
to the Rectory and insures that its restoration and preservation will
be carried out over the next few years. We look forward to seeing the
building returned to its former glory! We are now able to focus on
other projects. We also have a new team managing our rentals. Please
refer to page 6 for the latest contact and other information.
This year we were pleased to welcome two new faces to our team.
Katheryne Desfosses and Richard Belouin are settling in very nicely.
With a new publicity campaign in May carried out by a volunteer,
we had an extremely successful Feast of St. George! We welcomed
a record number of hungry supporters and we were busting at the
seams. Luckily the weather was beautiful and we were able to set up
tables outside to serve our patrons.
With the support of the City, the Church was once again open to
the public with guided visits and tours of the Church and cemetery
from June to August. The visits continue to be a success with many
appreciative comments.

It is with great pleasure that we
hereby announce the signing of the
emphyteutic lease of the rectory situated at
276 Heriot St. This lease was signed between
the St. George’s Anglican Church and the
Association C.R.D on Thursday, 17 January 2019 in the
presence of Mr. Hugh Bieber, Reverend Simonton, Mr.
Jean José Élysée, Mrs. Marie-France Pelletier, Mr. Alain Poirier and
Mrs. Denise Boisvert.
This 30-year lease took effect from the date of signing. The Centre
Renaitre de Drummondville will take care of the upkeep and
development of this heritage building (which was nearly demolished).
From now on it will take on both a religious and cultural calling.
The C.R.D was officially constituted in the Business Registry on
12 February 2018 and has as its mission the psychological, social, and
physical support of all without distinction.
It is a centre for sharing and exchange relative to the daily problems
and difficulties faced by today’s youth.
This Christian centre contributes towards the physical, mental and
spiritual health of the individual, the family and the community and
towards works of evangelization.
The C.R.D. works with all public and private associations that
share these same values, specifically the overall development of
Drummondville in particular and Quebec society in general.
We wish to thank everyone involved (especially Mr. Bieber,
Mrs. Mace, Mrs. Archer and Bishop Myers) for their patience and
openness throughout the negotiations. We express our hope that
this collaboration will continue to flourish.

This year we are focusing our attention towards some much needed
maintenance/restoration projects. The major undertaking will be the
Church windows. As reported in last year’s newsletter, many of the
wooden frames of the stained glass windows have rotted and some
windowpanes are in need of repair. It is imperative that we restore
the windows to their original glory and we know that it will be a major
undertaking!
We would like to thank
our generous donors and
faithful supporters who
have enabled us to continue
in our mission. Without
your continued support,
we would not be able to
realize the many projects
we have completed and the
projects to come.

Alain Poirier, Président
Marie-France Pelletier, Trésorière
Jean Bernard Toussaint, Administrateur
Bernardine Jerlin, Secrétaire
Hajatiana Ratsimbazafy, Administratrice
Denise Boisvert, Administratrice
Jean José Élysée, Conseiller
Élisabeth Élysée, Administratrice

Future Olympic Ski Champions
from Drummondville
by Barry Husk

J.S. Hunter Wurtele was an engineer and one of the chief designers
of Southern Canada Power’s Hemming’s Falls dam. He lived in
Drummondville and had two daughters, Rhona and Rhoda. These
identical twins became pioneers in the women’s ski world and world
champions in the 1940s and 1950s. In fact, the two girls were the entire
Canadian women’s Olympic Alpine team of 1948! They could have
been competitors in the 1940 and 1944 Olympics but those events had
been cancelled for obvious reasons!
They began skiing at age five when their father strapped two planks
of wood onto their feet and pushed them out the front door (which
happened to be on top of Mount Royal in Montreal!) The twins never
stopped skiing.

A Sports Great from
Drummondville Little-known
in His Own Home Town
by Barry Husk

Bruce Hickey, a native son of Drummondville, was enthroned into the
Canadian Motorcycle Hall of Fame in 2016. Mr. Hickey has become
a legend in the sport, having won multiple hill climb, road and dirt
track championships in the 1940s and 50s. He was well known for his
strategic riding and his quicksilver reflexes and became a celebrity
almost overnight.
So if the “Grands du sport de Drummondville“ still exists...
https://canadianmotorcyclehalloffame.ca/search/node?keys=hickey

Another Quebecker started his career in 1942: Maurice Richard. Both
sisters and the “Rocket“ often shared headlines in the sports pages
of the time.
In the book entitled “No Limits, the Amazing Life Story of Rhona and
Rhoda Wurtele“, one section describes their learning to swim. Their
favourite swimming hole was next to the Hemming’s Falls dam that
their father had helped to design. “While Mum was out playing golf
and Dad was visiting dam sites, we sneaked into the power station to
listen to the enormous turbines and to fish in the water flowing out
of the dam itself“, recounts Rhoda. “There was an enormous raft and
numerous diving boards at the site. We dove into the water above the
dam and we could hear the deep sounds of the turbines while we
were underwater.“
The sisters were married in a double ceremony at St. Stephen’s
Church in Montreal on November 13, 1948.
Rhona is the mother of noted Canadian dancers Margie
Gillis and Christopher Gillis, acrobatic skier Nancy Gillis and of ice
hockey player Jere Gillis
Rhoda is the mother of Bruce Eaves, expert golf and ski teacher John
Eaves, and world champion acrobatic skier, adventurer, sportsman,
family historian, and artist David Eaves.
Both Rhona and Rhoda were enthroned into the US Skiing Hall
of Fame in 1969, the Canadian Skiing Hall of Fame in 1982 and the
Panthéon des sports du Québec in 2012.
They were named Members
of the Order of Canada,
by Governor-General Julie
Payette, on December 27,
2018.
Alain M. Bergeron, popular
Quebec children’s author
chose to adapt their story
for a children’s book: Les
Merveilleuses Jumelles “W“
(now translated into English:
The Amazing Twins W“).

A Drummondville Ballerina with
Les Grands Ballets Canadiens
by Barry Husk

When Jaqueta Northcote graduated from Drummondville High
School in 1957, she pursued
her studies with the National
Ballet in Toronto. Thereafter,
she moved to Montreal
to join Les Grands Ballets
Canadiens.
Upon her leaving Les Grands
Ballets, she moved to Ottawa
to open her own classical
ballet school, specializing in
the Russian ballet method.
In 1966, she married Joseph
Saddington in Ottawa.
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The Cornerstone

Postage Stamp & Drummondville

For many years students trudged by St. George’s Church and the
cemetery on their way to school at Riverview Intermediate. While
the old school had served the English community well since its
opening in 1912, it was time for improvement and in September 1947
plans were accepted for a new school better suited to meeting the
challenges of the post war era.

Drummondville on a Canadian Postage Stamp

by Leonard W. Desfosses

by Barry Husk

Previous generations of Riverview graduates could only dream of
the facilities the new building would offer its students...eight large
classrooms, chemistry and physics laboratory, a large well equipped
gymnasium, a library and rooms for home economics and industrial
arts. An architect’s drawing of the new school appeared in the
Drummondville Spokesman on February 20th 1948
A fundraising campaign with
a subscription objective of
$20,000 was launched under
the
canvass
committee
chairmanship of Mr. R.N
Ferguson. As part of the
campaign, Mr. E. Bieber built
a scale model of the new
school. This scale model was
displayed in the window of
the Southern Canada Power
Company on Heriot Street.

In 1942, Canada Post issued an Air Special Delivery postage stamp
using an aerial view of Drummondville including the Southern
Canada Power lower dam, the Lord Falls and part of the city.
The stamp was designed using an aerial photo of the town (fig. 1)
onto which was superimposed a twin-engined plane. The image was
converted into colour and published in 16 and 17 cent denominations
(fig 2).
This was an interesting way to underscore the importance of
Drummondville’s development at that time.

fig. 1

Friday July 9th saw the laying of the Drummondville High School
cornerstone by Mr. E.G. Montgomery, chairman of the Drummondville
Board of School Trustees in the presence of Mayor Ringuet, Provincial
MP Robert Bernard and Federal MP Armand Cloutier. Also taking
part in the ceremony were Riverview Principal J.L. MacKeen, as well
as Reverends Ray Stafford, Norman Pilcher and T.D Carson.
Most people are not aware that a box was placed inside the
cornerstone.....it has become a sort of secret.
The Drummondville High building later became the home to the
municipal library. In 2017, both the library and the Drummondville
Historical Society moved to new, more modern quarters.
At this time, it is not known what will become of the DHS building but
one thing is certain....if it is demolished, you know what secrets will
be found in its cornerstone!
fig. 2
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The Time Capsule

McLennan Travelling Library

Spring came early in 1949 and I clearly remember my grade two
teacher, Miss Gilchrist, telling us that, when we came back the
following week, we were to go to the new school instead of Riverview.
It was to be called Drummondville High School (DHS). I found that
very confusing because I had seen Ernest Bieber’s scale model of the
new school on display in the window of the Sothern Canada Power
Company and there was nothing high about it. It only had one story…
very confusing but my older sister Betty explained things to me and
helped me find the new place on des Écoles Street.

In the 1950s, one highly anticipated event at Drummondville High
School on des Écoles St. was the monthly arrival of the McLennan
Travelling Library.

by Leonard W. Desfosses

Unknown to me at the time, less than a year before on Tuesday the
6th of July, an important ceremony had taken place for the laying
of the new school`s cornerstone. An article on the front page of
the Drummondville Spokesman read, “Several Dignitaries Attend
Imposing Ceremony Organized by Home & School Association
–Thanks To All Who Contributed So Generously.” In his address to
the audience, Mr. D.A. Perry, Head of the Drummondville Home and
School Association, thanked all those who had made this possible
and especially the Canadian Celanese and Drummondville Cotton
Company for their important contributions. He went on to list the
contents of the time capsule placed inside the cornerstone: a copy
of the prospectus of the fund raising drive, a history of the Home
and School Association prepared by its past president Mr. Craniford,
a list of teachers and pupils for 1947-48, a synopsis of the funding
campaign prepared by Mrs. W. Gough, a copy of the Drummondville
Spokesman, a copy of the “Springtime Review” presented for the
fund raising and a copy of Mr. Perry’s speech

by Barry Husk

This service was instituted in 1901 by Hugh McLennan, a Montreal
businessman and Governor of McGill University in honour of his
daughter Isabella. This library was the first of its kind in Canada. A
later endowment went towards the building of the McGill McLennan
Graduate Library in Montreal.
The travelling library visited rural Quebec schools and school children
could borrow books and return them the next time the library came
by to visit. These visits rounded out the school libraries and each visit
was a monthly treat.
Note: pupils were taught to allow the girls to go the the head of the
line.

Many changes took place during the following half-century. In 1968
the high school classes were relocated to Richmond leaving the
building to the elementary classes until 1982 after which they were
also gradually moved to Richmond. It wasn’t until 1989 that a former
French-language school on Chabanel Street was opened as an
Anglophone institution. Turned over to the city by the regional school
board, DHS became the public library named Le Centre Côme Saint
Germain. It also became the home of the historical and genealogy
societies.
And so, seventy years later on this past January 17th the cornerstone
was removed under the watchful eyes of a city representative and
the Société d’histoire. Your writer attended along with John Gravette,
one of the oldest DHS grads still living in Drummondville. The time
capsule, a rectangular copper box, was recovered and opened at a
later date. Its contents were as described in the July 1948 Spokesman
article, tightly rolled
and wrapped in heavy
waxed paper. Following
proper
treatment
these artifacts are to be
presented as part of the
Historical Society’s new
Drummondville English
Schools exhibit.
1949 Grade 2 student

Which Drummondville?
by Barry Husk

A Short History of Drummondville.
Drummondville was incorporated in 1831 and chose its name in order
to honour the memory of Sir Gordon Drummond, Major-General
in the British Army who commanded British troops at the battle of
Lundy’s Lane in 1814.
Drummondville’s population numbered about 150 living in a cluster
of houses.
In 1849, Drummondville was the residence of Lord Elgin, Canada’s
Governor-General at the time. He came here with his wife and newborn son to escape mob violence raging in Montreal, stemming from
his signing of the Rebellion Losses Bill.
In 1844, William Russell built a brewery in the village of Drummondville.
This became the village’s largest industry but was destroyed by fire in
1886.
Finally, in 1882, Drummondville decided to change its name to...
Niagara Falls!
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Treasurer’s Report - 2018

Balance Sheet - 2018
2018
($)
30,426

2017
($)
13,833

15,503

15,380

416

1,520

TOTAL ASSETS

46,345

30,733

Accounts Payable

-

-

Insurance Premiums
due Parish

8,020

8,020

SURPLUS

38,325

22,713

Cost of repairs to Church property was $1,491 in 2018
compared to $20,010 last year. Utilities costs (hydro
and gas) decreased slightly to $12,609 compared to
$13,381 the previous year. The cost of our fundraising
activities was $2,794 which was up from the $2,505
disbursed in 2017. Rentals costs were $1,463 down
from $2,201 from 2017. The property insurance
premium owed to the Diocese of Quebec was $5,447
compared to $5,181 in 2017. Directors’ insurance,
bank fees and miscellaneous charges totaled $1,176
compared to $1,101 in 2017.
In summary, total income in 2018 was $40,592
compared to $42,822 in 2017, while expenditures
totalled $24,980 down from $44,379 in 2017. The
Foundation’s liability due the Parish for property
insurance remains at $8,020. To conclude, the surplus
as of December 31, 2018 stands at $38,325 versus
$22,713 at the beginning of the year.

LIABILITIES
AND SURPLUS

Income from rentals reached $26,652 compared to
$28,205 in 2017. Once again, the major contributor
to this income is the 12-month rental agreement
with the Adventists for the use of the Church on
Saturday mornings. Income from activities was $4,804
compared to $3,334 last year, interest income from
term deposits and bank interest was $123 compared
to $85 in 2017.

Cash on Hand
Guaranteed Income
Investments
Accrued Interests
GST/QST Refund Receivable

Statement of Income
and Expenses - 2018
Donations and Memberships
Rental Income
Income from Activities
Interest Income

2018
($)
9,013
26,652
4,804
123

2017
($)
11,198
28,205
3,334
85

TOTAL INCOME

40,592

42,822

Repairs to Church Property

Professional Fees

1,491
12,609
2,794
1,463
5,447
977
23
176
-

20,010
13,381
2,505
2,201
5,181
906
29
166
-

TOTAL EXPENSES

24,980

44,379

Net Income or (Loss) for the Period
Surplus at Beginning of Period

15,612
22,713

-1,557
24,270

Surplus at End of Period

38,325

22,713

INCOME

The 2018 financial results will show that revenues
exceeded expenditures by $15,612 compared to
the deficit of $1,557 reported last year. Donations
were $9,013 compared to $11,198 last year. Major
contributors were Alan N. Rhodes, Lenora P.
Needham, David Jones, and Virginia and Ralph Burt –
In memory of Harold and Dorothy Lockwood.

ASSETS

by Hugh E. Bieber, Treasurer

EXPENSES

Utility Costs
Fundraising Activities
Rental Costs
Property Insurance
Directors’ Insurance
Bank Charges
Miscellaneous

Daniel St-Pierre
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Rentals
The Hall and the Church can be
rented for private events.
For details : st-george-foundation.org

Membership

The Drummond Historical Society is searching for
information on Drummondville’s English schools. Readers
who have any old photos or documents that they would like
to contribute, or would like more information, are requested
to contact Leonard Desfosses at desfosl@sympatico.ca or
819-472-1213.

The Foundation continues to need your support.
Become a member today!

Church services
Anglican Church Services on the
2nd Saturday of each month at 3 PM.
United Church Services on the
4th Saturday of each month at 3 PM.
The francophone parish “l’église unie
Drummondville/Mauricie“ services are held the 2nd
Sunday of the month, from February to June and from
September to December, at 1 PM.

Donations
Send us your tax deductible donation and you will help
the Foundation achieve its mission to restore and preserve our heritage for future generations.

Foundation Board of Directors
Executive:
Guy Drouin
President
Katherine Archer
Vice President
Barbara Grant
Secretary
Hugh Bieber
Treasurer

Directors:
Richard Belouin
Denis Cartwright
Katheryne Desfosses
Leonard Desfosses
Robert Haggerty
Barry Husk
Cathy Millar
Kim Peacock
Robert Pelletier
Robert Taylor

Website
Our website is now online. Take a look at
st-george-foundation.org.

Don’t forget
ANNUAL FEAST OF ST. GEORGE
Saturday, June 1st 2019
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Friday, March 29th 2019 at 7 PM
in the Church Hall

How to reach us
St. George’s Church Foundation Inc.
274 Heriot Street, Drummondville, QC, J2C 1K1
819-826-2209
h.bieber@sympatico.ca

ST-GEORGE-FOUNDATION.ORG

